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VI. Extrafls of Two Letters from the late
Roger Gale, Efquire, F.R. S. to Mr. Pe-
ter Collinfon, F. R. S. concerning the Ve-
getation of Melon Seeds 33 Years old; and
qf a foﬁil Skeleton of @ Man.

Scruten in York[bire, Jan. 14. 17434

SIR,

Road Jan. 24. X k% BOUT this time Twelve-
1744°5. month, I found, accidentally,
a Paper of Melon feeds that Lhad laid by, with the Date
of the Year 171c upon ir. I fowed fome of them,
not with any great Hopes of their coming up; but,
to my great Surpnzc, I had a fine Number of Plants
trom them, which all profper’d very well, till they had
put out four Leaves, when they were all loft by an
Accident. This I have mention’d to you, becaufe,in
Philofophical Tranfactions, N°. 464. Mr. Triewald
has given an Account of fome old Melon-fceds that
produced Fruir, tho’ they exceeded mine 10 Years in
Agc: However mine may be a Confirmation of their
long Retention of their vegetative Quality s which I
fuppofe may be afcribed to the Oilynefs of the Sced,
and the Hardne(s of its outward Coat.

We have few or no Foflils in this Country ; but a
Friend in StaffordMire [Mr. Platt] informs me, that
That Country abounds much in Fofils; fuch as Sca-
Shells, Rock-Plants, and other marine Bodies left at
the Deluge. Near Bakewel/ in Derbyfbire was lately
found the Skeicton of a Man, with fome Stags Horns,
in digging a Lcad-Mine, ,

Liz {In
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In the fecond Letter, dated Scruton, May 19. 1744.
Mr. Gale gives the following Account of this Ske-
leton in Mr. Platt’s own Words, from a Letter
written to himf{elf by that Gentleman. ]

Dear Sir,

THE Skeleton I formerly mentioned to you was
found at Larhill-dale, near 7olgrave and Bake-
well in Derbyfbire, as the Workmen were driving a
Sough, or Drain to a Lead-Mine, about nine Yards
deep from the Surface of the Earth, and about forty
Fathom from the Beginning of the Sough. There
were found with the Skeleton Stags Horns; two
Pieces of which I have now in my Cuftody ; viz. the
Brow-Antler, wuich is nine Inches long, and feems
to have about two Inches broke off the Tip-End; the
other is a Piece of the large Horn near the Head,
and is three Inches Diamecter. Both the Horns of
the Stag, and the Rib-Bones of the Skeleton, are
much decayed; and as foon as the Head of the latter
was expofed to the Air it crumbled all away, except
a Piece of the lower Jaw; new alfo fo imperfe&t as
not eafily to be diftinguithed what it has been, Seve-
ral of the larger Teeth were takenm out, which were
covered with their natural Enamel, and perfeltly
found. The Place where thefe Things were found,
is on every Side furrounded with a rocky petrified
Subftance, or Terra lapidea, by the Miners called
Tuft, fo hard (as they fay) as to ftrike Fire againft
their Tools. This Subftance lay above the Bones
and Horns a Yard and half thick or more, and on
cither Side; and bencath them to a DBreadth and
| Depthi
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Depth uncertain: So that it appears, that the Skeletoss
and Horns lay in a Cavity, which was not however con-
tiguous to them, there being a fort of foft coarfe Clay
or Marl interfperfed thick with little petrify’d Balls,
or Pellets of the fame kind of Subftance as the Tuft, for
near a Quarter of a Yard round them; but none of
the Bones feem’d in any Degree to be petrefy’d. The
Workmen conjeur’d there was more of the Skeleton
to be found; but they dug no further than was ne-
ceflary to complete their Sough.

This, dear Sir, I believe, is, with what I fent you
before, as full and accutate an Account, as you will
obtain from any other Hand, of rhis odd Difcovery.
The Interment of this Man and Stag {cem to me to
have been accidental, by their falling into a Chafm
or wide Cleft of the Rock in very early Times;
which has fince clofed up, and grown over them, by
the Accretion of the marly Subftance, which envi-
rons the Skeleton, ¢c.; and in time, perhaps, will
grow as hard as the Tuft, and reft of the Rock, If
you have any other Particulars come to yourfelf, or
the Royal Society, T thould be glad to know them.
1 have defired Mr. Platt to fend you up a few of
the Pellets, with the Foflils he defigns you, in a fhort

time ; and am |
Tour moft obliged Friend,

and bhumble Servant,
R. Gale.

By covering up my Trees with Ivy, in February L
have valt Quantities of Apricots and Peachces,
while my Neighbours have hardly any.

Vil



